
 
 

 

 

Press release 

 

Cellnex and Red Cross strengthen emergency communica-
tions with nationwide network in Netherlands 

The network combines Cellnex’s infrastructure footprint with the Red Cross’s operational ca-
pabilities in crisis response 

 
 

Utrecht, 16 July 2026 – Cellnex Netherlands, a leading independent operator of wireless telecommunications 
infrastructure, and the Netherlands Red Cross are joining forces to work on a nationwide emergency commu-
nications network. This network will ensure that emergency responders remain more reliably reachable, even 
during large-scale crises and emergency situations. 

The network leverages existing Cellnex locations in the Netherlands alongside the communication facilities of the 
Red Cross. This creates a robust, nationwide communication layer on top of existing regional facilities. This layer 
not only strengthens the continuity and reachability of emergency services during disruptions but also facilitates 
smoother cooperation across the borders of individual safety regions. 

Marga Buijs, CEO of Cellnex Netherlands: "In emergency situations, communication must keep working. It is pre-
cisely at those moments that reliable infrastructure is crucial. With our nationwide coverage and technical exper-
tise, we can contribute to a network that supports responders when it truly matters. Together with the Red Cross, 
we are building a safer and more resilient Netherlands." 

Reliable communication is of vital importance in crisis situations. During such events, the Red Cross supports 
professional emergency services and therefore requires an infrastructure that is robust, nationally available, and 
deployable across regional borders. By combining Cellnex's network expertise with the operational experience 
and disaster relief expertise of the Red Cross, a network is created that better supports emergency aid when 
regular communication facilities are put under pressure. 

Harm Goossens, Director-General of the Netherlands Red Cross: “In a disaster, every second counts. Our volun-
teers and emergency responders must be able to rely on communication that works, even when regular networks 
are under pressure. The partnership with Cellnex Netherlands helps us stay always connected, so we can do what 
we are here to do: help people.” 

The next step in emergency response communications 

The new network is intended to strengthen existing safety region communication facilities, not to replace 
them. Major incidents, such as floods, prolonged power outages, or other large-scale emergencies, do not stop 
at the borders of a single safety region. It is precisely then that it is critical for emergency responders and or-
ganizations to be able to collaborate across regions and remain reachable. The nationwide communication 
layer provides additional robustness and an overarching functionality that connects regional facilities. 

Furthermore, the chosen technology makes the network future-proof. Alongside reliable voice communication, 
it creates room to expand the network in the long term with text and data applications. This will allow information 
in the field to be shared more quickly, accurately, and comprehensively once those functionalities are further set 
up. 

 

 



  

 

 

News - Cellnex 

 

About Cellnex  

Cellnex is Europe’s leading operator of telecommunications infrastructure, enabling mobile network operators 
to access an extensive and efficient shared network. This lowers barriers to entry, enhances coverage across 
urban and rural areas, and supports the sustainable roll-out of digital services. 

In addition to its core activity in towers and sites, Cellnex offers a broad portfolio of connectivity solutions that 
includes radio and television broadcasting services, emergency and public safety networks, in-building coverage, 
even in complex environments, and infrastructure for transport networks that strengthen its position as a 
strategic partner in advancing connectivity and Europe’s digital transformation. 

The company currently manages a portfolio of more than 113,000 sites, without including planned 
deployments through 2030, across 10 European countries, with a strong presence in Spain, France, the United 
Kingdom, Italy and Poland. Cellnex is listed on the Spanish stock exchange, is a constituent of the IBEX 35 and 
Euro Stoxx 100 and holds significant positions in leading sustainability indices such as Sustainalytics, MSCI, S&P 
Global CSA, Ecovadis and CDP.  

 
For more information, please, visit: Cellnex 
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